










PAGE SIX 

Rice Lake 
(Cont nued from Page Five) 

rush, smartv.:eed, sago pond weed, 
and blanket moss make up the 
bulk of the plant hfe of whtch 
the islands are composed. Occa­
sionally a dry land plant such as 
lesser ragweed or thistle may be 
found. l\.Iany of the plants obtain I 
a height of six feet or more above 
water, the average height being 
well over five feet. 

It is interesting to watch the 
nesting actl vitiC's of some of the 
marsh birds, particularly the red­
wmged blackbird These birds 
nest on the floatmg bogs and 
weave the stalks of mto 
the edges of their basketlike nests 
to suspend them a foot or two 
above ground level. The nest 
may be built here today and have 
floated dov.:n the lake half a mile 
or more by morning. How the 
parent birds arc able to keep 
track of their nests and young, 
which they do with seemrng ease 
and certamty, is a mystery We 
suspect, hov.:ever, that Papa 
Blackbird, when he is late w1th a 
wo1 m, uses as an alibi, "I couldn't 
find the house." 

The American bittern readily 
adapts 1tself to these floatmg bogs 
to rear its young and spends its 
time walking through the weeds 
seeking food, and feedmg its 
young. Marsh wrens, ra1ls, ducks, 
and all the other marsh btrds use 
the floating islands for their habi­
tat. 

Durmg the duck season the wtld 
ducks use Rice Lake as a haven 
of refuge, flying over the bogs 
and alighting on the water in the 
temporary open places to rest and 
feed. Many crippled birds are 
lost by hunters when they fall 
among the weeds where they can­
not be recovered by boat or dog 

Reptiles, too, find sanctuary in 
the floatmg jungles; gartersnakes 
glide silently through the stems, 
waxing fat on the millions of 
frogs that are born and raised 
among the weeds and m the shal­
low waters Even the wily 'coon 
has been found curled up fast 
asleep dnftmg slowly across the 
lake, gently rockmg on a bog 
cradle. 

The muskrat finds 1ts habitat 
among the bogs and builds its 
house from the rushes. It stores 
1ts food in the houses and rears 
its young in them while drifting 
back and forth before the wind. 

This unusual bog is not without 
danger to the unwary boatman 
who is caught between shiftmg 
masses of vegetation. The closely 
matted root system defies efforts 
to push a boat through, and he 
must either wait for a change rn 
the direction of the wind or escape 
by using his oars in snowshoe 
fashion to carry him over the 
crust of the floating islands. 

Rabbits and opossums are be­
lieved to be the most ancient of 
the living known animals on the 
North American continent. 
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All the nat1ve marsh b•rds use the floatmg 1slands for their nest,ng hab tat and some 

t mes range considerable d1stance to other lakes to find suffic•ent food for their young. 

WILD LIFE 
RESEARCH 

dance of leaves on the forest floor. 
Both upland and valley clearings, 
containing an abundance of bram­
bles, located near maple-linden 
communities were used as brood 
cover 

Moltmg cover, m maple-linden 
\voods and clearmgs in shaded 
ravines, was used extensively 
August 15-September 15 

Projects No 599, Iowa Co-operative Wild· Pastured woodlands, combmed 
1 fe Research Unit, Iowa State College, Ames with open grass pastures m val-
Iowa 

By GEORGE 0 HENDRICKSON 

leys, held grouse under grazing 
pressure as intense as one head 
of stock to ftve acres. Woodlands 

Project Leader with undergrowth shrubs of a 
Emmett B Polderboer, Gradu- density of less than 3 shrubs to 

ate Research Student, mvestlgated the square yard and a density of 
the ruffed g1 ouse (Bonasa um- more than 50 mature trees to the 
bellus umbellus) habits and cover acre were not suitable to the 
m the vtcmity of Lansing, Alia- grouse. 
makee County, Iowa, from Au- Burning m the spring, said by 
gust, 1938, to January 31, 1940 For wood cutters to be accidental 
approximately 45 grouse on 1 414 when sparks from brush bonfires 
forested acres, the followmg cover blew away and started fires which 
types were of greatest utilization I they could not get under control. 
value m the order named· poplar destroyed the desirable nesting 
stands, 10-20 year-old oak-h1ckory habitat in two-thtrds of the Lan­
forest, 5-10 year-old clearings, ad- smg area. That accidental burn­
vanced oak-h1ckory_ forest, and ing, which probably mterfered 
20-35 year-old oak-h1ckory forest. with reproduction of the grouse, 

type . groups u as should be more closely guarded 
loafmg cover m order of unpor- against. Fall burning of one­
tance were: second growth clear- fifth of the area concentrated the 
ings, advanced forest, and mature grouse in a smaller amount of 
forest. loafing cover but did not affect 

Most ot the roosts found were their feeding range to any extent. 
on the ground. Winter roosts To learn the foods taken by 
were chiefly under dogwoods in ruffed grouse, 176 samples of 
maple-linden communities on droppings were collected through­
north and east slopes when no out the year 1939, and the re­
snow was on the ground. Fol- mains of food items identified. 
lowing heavy snows a large rna- Animal matter, almost entirely 
JOnty of winter roosts were found nsects and spiders, made up about 
in clearings and m second growth 50 percent of the food in summer, 
oak-hickory communities 10 percent in fall, three percent 

Drummmg logs selected by m spring, and no percent in win­
male grouse ranged from 10 to 24 ter. 
inches in diameter and from seven Plant food rated almost 100 per­
to 40 feet in length, without pref- cent in winter 97 percent in 
erence discerned for any age, spring, 86 in fall and 45 
class, location, or type of sur- percent in summer. Seeds and 
rounding cover. fruits, particularly acorns and su-

Three nests were found, each mac berries, were first, buds sec­
within six yards of an open road ond, and catkins third as major 
or path, in mature and advanced winter items. Buds were taken 
white oak woods w1th an abun- in largest quantities when swell-

Proof of Policy 

Lies in Results 

of Conservation 
1 he splendid phea3ant seas m 

JUSt closed, with 21 days of good 
:shooting in Fayette County, IS elo­
quent testimony in behalf of the 
conservation policy for the state 
of Iowa. 

In spite of an open season for 
pheasants for the last four years, 
w1th a full week's hunting last 
Yl'al' and the year before, the sur­
plus pheasant crop has continued 
to grow and prosper. 

This is due in large measure to 
the CommiSSion's policy of allow­
mg hunters to shoot only roosters, 
combined with pheasant feeding 
programs, cover planting proJects. 
and the circulation of conserva­
tion ideas throughout the state 
in a great educational program. 

More and more Iowa folks are 
coming to consider the wild game 
of the state as a valuable resource 
to be conserved and wisely used. 
By considering the game as a 
regular crop, to be harvested with 
its surplus and seed crops left, the 
wise sportsman provides for the 
future hunting pleasure of him­
self and h1s children. 

That most sportsmen keep this 
in mind as they hunt becomes 
more and more apparent with the 
increase of imported game species 
and the return of our own natural 
game Credit is due the Iowa 
State Conservation Commission 
for much of this grand job, but 
equal credit must go to the men 
and women of the state who have 
cooperated with its program.­
Fayette County Uruon, West Un­
Ion. 

Man and his dog have been as­
sociated together through all the 
ages, and between them there is 
developed a love that in its blind­
ness and loyalty is the most beau­
tiful sentiment m all the world, 
and I can forgive much and over­
look all that a man says rn de­
fense of his dog.-Dr. Wm. Bru­
ette 

During the 1940-42 biennium 
conservation officers prosecuted 
2,448 game violators and secured 
2,405 convictions; $50,234.25 was 
assessed in fmes, and days 
in jail were meted out by the 
courts. 

ing and opening in April. Leaves, 
especially of hog peanut, dande­
lion. and wild strawberry, were 
prominent in spring and summer 
diets. 

Gravel varied from four and 
five percent in fall and summer 
to none and 0.5 percent of items 
in spring and winter. For the en­
tire year, buds were indicated as 
24 percent of the materials eaten 
leaves 21 percent, seeds and fruits 
30 percent, catkins seven percent, 
animal matter 16 percent. and 
gravel two percent 
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Lucas County 
Conservation League 
Has Active Program 

An outstanding r e c o t d of 
achievement in preservmg and m­
creasing the wildlife of Lucas 
County during 1942 is cited by the 
Lucas County Conservation Club 

A tree planting program spon­
sored by the club resulted in the 
plantmg of 2,500 tree plants and 
shrubs designed to prevent SOil 
erosion and to give game birds 
needed cover. 

In the quatl propagation and 
stockmg program one brooder 
was built and put into operation 
and 96 adult birds were reared 
and released. Smce no hunting 
is permitted where the birds were 
released this year, 1t IS possible 
that sportsmen findmg a large 
covey of quail next season may 
have the club to thank. 

Seed has been distributed for 
plantmg of a type that will insure 
the birds wm ter care and feed. 

A total of 250,000 game fish 
were reared and stocked in Red 
Haw Lake and the city reservoir 
by the State Conservation Com­
mission, with the cooperation of 
the local club, whose members 
volunteered to do much of the 
work. 

The club boasts of 141 mem­
bers, the largest m its histcry, 
and through these members a 
great deal of work was done to 
promote better farmer-spot tsman 
relahons. Many lectures, wild de 
motion pictures, etc., were shown 
to club members at the monthly 
meetmgs as part of this educatlOn­
al program. 

Not content with past perform­
ances. club members have even 
more pretentious plans for the 
future. It is planned to continue 
with the tree planting program. 
to stock the new city reservoir 
with fish, and to keep in opera­
tion two additional quail brood­
ers which have now been con­
structed in addition to the one 
used this year. This will provide 
capacity for rearing 450 adult 
quail during the summer of 1943 

Also in the program is a plan to 
sponsor wild game and fish din­
ners, organize a junior member­
ship to educate the sportsmen of 
tomorrow and to mcrease the 
membership of the club. 

Officers pomt out that every­
one who enjoys wildhte or is in­
terested in the conservation of 
soil or any of our natural re­
sources is vitally concerned with 
the club and urged to join. The 
club will start its 1943 member­
ship drive next week. Election 
of officers for 1943 will be held 
on Monday, December 28.­
Chariton Herald-Patriot. 

It has been estimated that more 
than 60,000,000 Americans are m­
terested in widlife activitws of 
one form or another. 

IOWA C:ONSERVATIONIST 

I am a dollar. 
I am not on speaking terms wlth the butcher. 
I am too small to buy a box of shotgun shells. 
I cannot buy a huntmg coat. 

1 I get lost in the shuffle at the box office. 
\ I can't ftll a tank with gasoline. ... 

. ~ But, oh boy! when I buy a hunting license 
(. ":. \\.. I am some money , 

~ # 
'~ R 
'~ ~ 
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PAGE SEVeN 

I ow a Convicts 
Befriend Family 
of Humming Birds 

The snow storm September 25 
was a I ecord breaker in more 
ways than one; as a direct result 
~he library played host for sev' 
cral days to a whole family ot 
numrning birds. Cold, wet and 
nelpless, six tiny residents of the 
dOwer beds faced possible death 
.hat day until the library crew, 
and Benny Keturokis came to . ' their rescue. And, almost at once, 
they amazed everyone by becom­
mg nearly as tame as canaries. 

Uncaged, they had the run of 
the library. Paper flowers-each 
partly f iHed with honey water­
were supplied to make them feel 
at horne. From wire perches n ear 
.he ceilmg they practiced playful 
..tive bomoer attacks on the many 
viSitors who came to see them. 
.1. hey learned to feed, on the wing, 
rrom an eye dropper. One with 
d broken wmg soon died; another 
was drowned; the four remaining 
.. Hrds seemed perfectly happy. $ 2,294.72 Donated For Lake 

And Park Area in Decatur Co. 
But Indian Summer brought 

warm sunshine-the migr::ttery 
call became strong-the library 

. -------------- crew kept the door open, and one 
A check of $272.69 was recently j oy one their tiny guests departed 

mailed to F. T. Schwob, Director, Violators Just I In a blur of emerald wings.-The 
Iowa State Conservation Comrnis- Presidio, edited and published 
swn, representmg the balance left Spoil Own Sport monthly by the Inmates of the 
in the Pleasanton Lake Fund. state prison at F ort Madison, Iowa. 

A total of $2,294.72 was contrib­
uted by Decatur County people 
and others in behalf of land pur­
chase near Pleasanton for a state 
lake and park; $2,272.69 has been 
turned over to the State Commis­
sion; the balance, $22.03, repre­
sents expenses m connection with 
the local fund drive, including 
stenographic help, postage, receipt 
books, and letter supplies. A fi­
nancial statement may be seen 
by contacting V. L. Deskin, treas­
urer of the Lake Fund. 

Practically all of the land in the 
proposed lake and park area has 
been acquired by the State Con­
servation Commission, accordmg 
· o Arvid Miller, who was chair­
man of the fund drive. Miller 
states that a recent letter from 
Mr Schwob, director, discloses 
that mechanics of the transaction 
for remaming land purchases 
have beE'n set and that such 
:;hould go through in due time. 

Plans-buildings, lake, etc.­
are being drawn up by the State 
Conservation Commission. Devel­
opment of the project will await 
the successful conclusion of the 
war.-Lamoni Chronicle. 

From July 1, 1940, to J une 30, 
1942, conservation officers pro­
vided emergency winter feed for 
approximately 250,000 birds and 
animals; 2.632 feeding stations 
were built, and approximately 
250,000 pounds of feed was dis­
tnbuted. 

The violators of the hunting 
.aws m regard to pheasant shoot­
ing have been paying some rather 
stiff fines lately. At Ames re­
cently one fellow drew a fine of 
$140, and others have been getting 
.;imilar jolts from the courts 
when they are brought in by the 
game wardens. 

Just why those who love hunt­
ing will do the thmgs that hurt 
the sport is just one of those 
things. When they shoot out of 
season, or kill the female birds 
or violate some other provision of 
the law, they are hurting the very 
thing that makes for good and 
continued hunting in Iowa. 

Our present crop of birds has 
been reared with care by the 
sportsmen's clubs, joining in with 
the conservation officials, to get 
pheasant and other sports back 
with a s tock of birds and popu­
lated streams, so that going out is 
worth while. And JUSt why any 
hunter will not carry his gun 
properly while driving in a car is 
quite beyond the officials, who 
immediately figure that he is a 
potential violator, with a gun all 
assembled and ready to go if the 
bird appears.-Des Momes Plain 
Talk. 

The feathers of birds are more 
closely related to the scales of 
reptiles than to the hairs of mam­
mals. 

Hunting Not As 
Dangerous As 
Driving A Car 

The next time you hear some 
fond mother say that she doesn't 
want her Johnny to own a gun 
and go hunting, you might point 
out to her that out of 100,000 fa­
tal accidents occurring in the U. 
S. in 1940, less than 2112 percent 
were caused by firearms. 

The automobile caused 15 times 
as many fatalities; simple falls 
11 times as many; fires and 
drownings three times as many, 
baseball was responsible for four 
times as many as hunting; winter 
.;ports, sledding, tobogganing, 
skiing and ice skating, caused 
three times as many accidents as 
gunning. 

Of accident claims filed with 
msurance compames, golf and 
tennis caused three times the 
number of accidents caused b.} 
hunting, and, beheve It or not, 
picnics and similar outings were 
responsible for 50 percent more 
claims than huntmg.-Davenport 
Democrat. 

During the 1940-42 biennium 
state seine crews removed 3,448,-
362 pounds of rough fish from the 
mland waters of the state. 
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Is Hunting Brutal? 
Sportsmen Say No 

Huntmg season has come and 
gone, and agam voices may be 
heard proclaiming that It 1s brutal 
to kill game birds and anrmals, 
that the hunters aren't sportsmen 
but are just meal hunters and 
that all huntmg should be stopped. 

With the nat10nal emergency 
on and a threatened shortage oi 
meat products, the milhons of 
pounds of wild fowl and game 
meat harvested this year takes on 
an increasing Importance. 

After all, game m th1s country 
for years has been just another 
crop raised on the farms and m 
the woods and wastelands. When 
there IS a surplus, that surplus 
should be harvested, the same as 
any other crop When there is 
not a surplus of any one species, 
that spec1es should be protected 
until there IS a surplus, and that 
has been pretty much the conten­
tiOn of fish and game and con­
servation men for years 

After all, it IS not any more 
cruel to kill a game b1rd or ani­
mal than Il IS to kill a chicken or 
cow, and those who Will eat do­
mestic duck should feel no pangs 
if another person prefers wild 
duck. A true vegetarian, who 
does not cal fish, fowl or animal, 
may have a nght to criticize the 
killmg of game, but praise be, we 
are not all vegetarians. 

The sportsmen, the men who 

Fish Species 
(Conl.nued from Page Three) 

represents those you have learned 
m a lifetime 

In the February ISsue we'll try 
to stir up something about another 
common yet very confusmg group, 
the catfishes of Iowa. There are 
only nme of them. 

Scienl1fic Name 

1. Petromyzonidae 
2. Polyondontidae 
3. Acopensendae 

4. Lepisosteidae 
5. Amiidae 
6. H iodontidae 
7. Clupeidae 

8 Salmonidae 
9. Catostomidae 

10 Cyprinidae 

Common Name 

Lampreys 
Paddlefishes 

Sturgeons 
Gars 
Bowfin or dogf.sh 
Mooneyes 
Herrings 

Trouts 
Suckers 
Minnows 

IOWA CONSERVATIONIS T 

Bateese's Lament 
Bateese she's used to hunt de duck 
An' all de time he's have good luck: 
He hunt for market wide and loose 
An' nevair sleep in calaboose 

But time 1s change an' poor Bateese 
Ktll 40 duck & 19 geese 
An when he start to leave de blmd 
Someone say "Wait if you don' mind.' 

Les see what you got m dat sack 
Wh.:1t look so heavy on your back." 
An' when he look-"Vo1la-By gee!-" 
He say, "You better come wit' me.'' 

"Les' tell de JUdge about dls t'ing 
An' hear what kind of song he sing!" 
An' now Baleese he's get his mail 
Addressed in care of Federal )all. 

-Louisiana ConservatiOn Revtew. 

buy hunting and fishmg llcenses, long ago there were no fishing 
are after all the only ones who licenses required, a:1d all the 
really support conservation of 
fish and game. H IS their license money the conservation depart-
money that goes for the payment mentobtamed was from the hunt­
of game protectors, and not a cent mg licenses 
of tax money other than huntmg The hunter, often called cruel 
and fishmg license money goes 1 by persons who do not know the 
for the support of the conserva­
tion department, members of 
which enforce the game laws 

There is even some cnhcism 
over the killing of the beautiful 
ringneck pheasant, but if 1t were 
not for the hunter, these btrds 
would not be in the state. The 
hunters, through the conservation 
department and their own sports­
men's clubs, have spent thousands 
and thousands of dollars raismg 
ringnecks and releasing them m 
the wild. Thousands have also 
)een spent on the Hunganan part­
ridge and on other upland game 
Now more thousands are being 
spent on breeding places for wild 
ducks 

For many years the hunters not 
only supported the game farms, 
but they also supported the state 
fish hatcheries because not so 

Number of Spec1es Percentage of Total 

3 2.14% 

1 .72 

2 1.42 

2 142 

facts, 1s the person who is paying 
for the protection of the robin 
and the blue )ay 

Too, 1t IS the hunter and fisher­
man who practtcally support 
many sections of the country, 
espectally the northern lands 
where there is good f1shmg in the 
summer and good bird or deer 
hunting in the fall. Canada, Min­
nesota, Wisconsm, MIChigan and 
otf1er northern sect10ns have all 
felt the curtailment of gasoline 
and trres because hunters and 
fishermen have been kept closer 
to home. The money usually 
made off the hunters and fisher­
men was not so plentiful this 
year an~ will be even less so in 
1943.-Lou Klewer, Ohio Conser­
vatiOn Bulletin 

Durmg the 1940-42 bienmum the 
Conservation Commission ac­
quired 2,059.66 acres of land for 
state parks, preserves, and for­
ests. During the same period 5,-
260.5 acres were acquired for fish 
and game production purposes. 

I Sportsmen Should 
Be Landowner's 

Best Friend 
Whether huntmg, fishmg, 01 

picnicking with the family, cour­
tesy to the landowner demands 
obtammg his permissiOn, clean­
ing up all papers and refuse, carP­
fully closing all gates. 

Most landowners will welcome 
crow hunters. Pest hunts, con­
ducted by groups or individuals, 
help to save farm crops, small 
game, song birds. 

Any man can nominate himself 
"friend" by looking out for live­
stock on the roads. A few min­
utes spent herding strayed cattle, 
or informing their owner of their 
whereabouts, can result in hours 
of mutual understanding. 

Farmers are much too busy at 
present to train their bird dogs. 
After he has obtained permission 
to hunt, the real sportsman will 
invite the farmer to go with him, 
shoot over his dog, maybe use his 
shells. 

There are records of sportsmen 
aiding in the acual farm work. In 
the present defense effort, noth­
ing would be more timely than 
helping to plant or harvest or to 
run errands 

Sportsmen who hunt or fish 
over the same area each year can 
prove their friendship by sending 
a subscription of a sporting maga­
zine to the farmer. It IS a monthly 
reminder of you. builds his inter­
est in consen·ation, assures your 
welcome 

The best hj.mting trips are 
planned in advance. Many out­
doorsmen make penodical visits 
to their country friends, purchase 
chickens or vegetables, present 
cigars or candy as evidence that 
they appreciate their privileges.­
Ohio Conservation Bulletin. 

During the past two years the 
game bird hatchery near Boone 
released to the wild 95,456 quail 
and pheasants. 

1 .72 ----------------------------
2 1 42 

3 2 .14 

3 2 14 

17 12 14 

48 34.27 
~iawatha Up-to-Date 

11. Ameiuridae Catfishes and Bullheads 9 643 H~ killed the noble Mudjekeewis, 
12. Umbridae 
13. Esocidae 
14 . Angu1llodae 
15. Cyprinodontodal 
16. Percopsidae 
17. Aphredoderidae 
18. Atherinidae 

19 . Serranidae 
20 Centrarch dae 

21 . Percidae 
22. Sciaenidae 
23. Cottodae 
24 Gasterosteldae 
25. Gadidae 

Mud Minnows 

True P1kes 
Eels 
Killofishes 
Trout-perches 
Porate-perches 

S lversides 
True Basses 
Sunfishes 
Perches and darters 
Drums 
Sculpins 
St.cklebacks 
Codfishes 

1 72 

3 2 14 

1 72 

4 2 86 

1 .72 

1 .72 

1 .72 

2 1 42 

12 8.58 

19 13.57 

1 .72 

1 72 

1 72 

1 .72 

140 100.00% 

Of the skin he made him mittens, 

Made them \\'ith the fur side inside, 
Made them with the skin side outside 
He, to get the warm side inside, 
Put the inside skin side outside. 
He, to get the cold side outside. 
Put the warm side fur side inside. 
That's why he put the fur side inside, 
Why he put the skin side outside. 
Why he turned them inside outside. 

-Author Unknown 
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